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Dear Kevin, 
 
At its meeting on Friday 21 August, the Committee considered Petition 1743, from 
John Foster on behalf of Govan Community Council and others. It calls on the 
Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to amend the Rent (Scotland) 
Act 1984 to prevent disproportionate rent increases being set for Scottish Secure 
Tenants. The Committee agreed that the petition appeared to raise issues worthy 
of further consideration in relation to the minority of social tenants, who have “pre-
1989” secure tenancy rights and to seek views on this from housing stakeholders.  
 
The Committee also agreed to write to the Scottish Government about the petition. 
There are two specific issues in relation to which a response would be helpful: 
 

• The Scottish Government’s 8 November response to the Public Petitions 
Committee (before it had referred the petition on to us) stated “Following 
discussions earlier this year with representatives of the Scottish Federation 
of Housing Associations and Glasgow West of Scotland Housing Forum we 
will be working with them to identify good practice on reviewing fair rents.” 
Could you please update us on this work? 

 

• The 8 November response does not directly express a view on whether the 
Scottish Government agrees with the main proposal in the petition; that 
section 48 of the 1984 Act be amended to make clear that only similar social 
rented properties may be used for the purposes of comparison when a rent 
review takes place. It would be useful to have the Scottish Government’s 
views on this proposal on the record. 
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The Scottish Government’s views on any other important issue raised by the 
petition are of course welcome. 
 
I would be very grateful for a response by 23 October. The petition will be placed 
back on the agenda for consideration of next steps once responses have been 
received. 
  
 
Yours Sincerely 

 
James Dornan 
Convener 
Local Government and Communities Committee 


